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Construction	of	Test	Stimuli
1	minute	stimulus
2-6	sec	microsound
Rise-fall
Hearing soft sounds is an important auditory experience. Hearing aids do not
emphasize the ability to process soft sounds. Audiologists can provide
patients a better ability to hear soft sounds through the programmable
settings of the hearing aid.
Hearing at 15 dB is not only important for
language acquisition and communication, but
for overall quality of life as well.
Method
• Two	forms	of	10	Soundscapes	(1	min)		- 3	imbedded	sounds	(2-6	sec)		
at	15	dB	HL
• The	microsound	test	stimuli	were	electronically	imbedded	in	a	60	sec	
Soundscape	of	ambient	sounds	of	ten	different	themes	
• The	embedding	process	requires	measurement	of	each	microsound	
overall	decibel	level,	followed	by	an	attenuation	and	standardization	
that	is	related	to	audibility.
• The	soft	sound	test	will	be	an	asset	for	the	selection	of	hearing	aids	
and	to	determine	the	level	of	audibility	for	everyday	sound	
experiences	in	patients	
